Introduction & Background 1
Since 1993, maternity care policy in England has promoted women's choice of place of birth 2 (Cumberlege 1993 Midwifery units exist in many other national maternity care systems, and, over the past three 17 decades, a considerable body of evidence has accumulated demonstrating that both AMUs and 18
FMUs reduce labour and birth interventions in women (Walsh and England research programme consisted of a suite of studies including a mapping of MUs and OUs in 28
England, a prospective cohort study of perinatal and maternal outcomes by planned place of birth 29
and an economic evaluation of the cost effectiveness of different places of birth. The cohort study 30 reported that outcomes for low risk women were better and care was less costly if births were 31 planned in MUs, both AMUs and FMUs, rather than OUs, without compromising the safety of babies. 32
In particular, having a baby in a MU reduced caesarean section rates by two thirds (Brocklehurst, 33 Hardy et al. 2011). There was also a reduced risk of instrumental delivery or of receiving medical 34 interventions such as augmentation, epidural or spinal analgesia, general anaesthesia, or episiotomy 35 and significantly greater likelihood of having a normal birth (Brocklehurst et al., 2011b) . The linked 36 economic study also found that cost per woman was less than traditional labour wards and care 37 more cost effective (Schroeder, Petrou et al. 2012 although all four may not necessarily be available within each local maternity system." Our mapping 308 results indicate that women's access to FMUs in particular, are poor in some major population 309
centres. This needs to be considered in the context of the recent publication of a sub-analysis of the 310
Birthplace study, which 'support the recommendation that 'low risk' women can be informed that 311 planned birth in an FMU is associated with a lower rate of instrumental delivery and a higher rate of 312 'straightforward vaginal birth' compared with planned birth in an AMU..' (p2) (Hollowell, 
